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Welcome!
Thisfirst issueof Hummer Newsisa
newsletter for participantsand other

interested personsinthe Great L akes

HummerNet. Formerly namedthe
Michigan HummerNet, thisproject's
scope has expanded to the point that
thisnew nameismoreappropriate. It
Ishoped that thisnewsdl etter can
become an annua event, perhaps

eventualy morefrequently, depending

onmy timeand sourcesof funding.
Thisnewdetter isplannedto be
primarily distributed viatheinternet,
though afew printed copieswill also
bedistributed. Financia assistance
for producing and printing this

news etter was provided by the
homeownersinthe Pine CrossLane
study site southwest of Ann Arbor.
Thank youto David & Susan

Horvath, Bernard & Micki Crawford,

BarbaraHodgdon & Richard Abel,

CarlosFetterolf, and Mark Gilbert for

your generosity. Financial assistance
from Ohiowasprovided by Linda

Fayerwesther. Thank you! These
donationsareespecialy hepful snce
the Great LakesHummerNetismy
own privateresearch effort, andis
not an incorporated organization, thus
itisentirely salf-fundedthrough
Speaker feesfor presentationsgiven
to groups (about 8 per year in
Michigan, and onein Ohiolast year),
and asothrough usefeesfrommy
photos posted on my website.

It wasavery busy 2003! Future
newdetterswill hopefully providea
greater variety of articles, including
food plant preferencesand perhaps
even hummingbird gardening tipsif
anyonewishesto volunteer towrite
something. | havealso begun
investigating getting aninternet chat
group going for the HummerNet
throughtheUniversity of Michigan's
system. If thereisenoughinterestin
this, | can pursueit further.

Thank you all for yoru support, and |
hopeyou enjoy thisnewd etter.

Allen Chartier
Project Director
Great Lakes Hummer Net

Website:
www.amazilia.net/MIHummer Net/
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Get ready for spring!

Springiscoming, andthe
hummingbirdsaretoo! Asyouwill
read elsewherein thisnewdetter, the
Ruby-throated Hummingbirdsarrived
early inspring 2003. You should
clean your feedersnow, and make
sureyou have plenty of sugar water
on hand for the coming months. |
awaysrecommend that hummingbird
feedersin Michigan be put out by
April 15. Earlierif youwish. In
additionto early arriving Ruby-
throats, who knowswhat else may
turnup! Therearethreeunconfirmed
reportsof hummingbirdsinMichigan
in February and March from 1995-
2003. Itisalmost certain that none of
thesewasaRuby-throat! Everyone
should keep their hummingbird
feedersupthrough at least Halloween
to cover thelate straggling Ruby-
throats, and those who keep their

The 2003 Spring
Migration

Arrivaswereearlier than norma, with
arecord early dateof April 8
confirmed in Branch County. Other
reportsinthefirst half of April were
received April 14 from Cahoun
County andon April 15from
Washtenaw and, amazingly, Ogemaw
County. Thenumber of birdsarriving
inthelast half of April was
considerable. Thesearrivasare
showninred onthemap at right.
Cool, wet conditionsin early May
surely affected hummingbirds, though
lessseverdly thanin 2002 when there
was snow inthe southeast, and
unfortunately several reportsof dead
hummingbirdswerereceived.

feedersupttill Thanksgiving might be
rewarded by thearrival of arare
RufousHummingbird, thoughthisisa
one-in-amillion chance.

Data Forms

Dataformsfor 2004 arebeing
smplified consderably; asthe
processfor datacollectionisrefinedit
becomes clearer what dataismost
useful. Theseformswill bee-mailed,
or mailedtoyou, hopefully sometime
beforethe Ruby-throatsarrive.

Unusual Hummingbirds

Asaways, keep your eyesopen for
unusua-looking hummingbirdsat al
seasons, and givemeacall or send
meane-mail right away! Evenif your
bird turnsout to beaRuby-throat in
an unexpected plumage, | dways
enjoy talkingwith hummingbird
enthusiasts. Last spring, aBlack-

Legend
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chinned Hummingbird wasreportedin
Michiganfor thefirst timeever,
thoughitwasnot officialy confirmed.
Summer iswhenthe super rarities
might show up (do you fed lucky?),
and al Michiganrecordsfor the
Arizonanative Broad-billed
Hummingbird (twicein Michigan) and
the Central American native Green
Violet-ear (asotwice) havebeen
from June, July, and August. Most of
the RufousHummingbirdsin Michigan
arereported in October and
November, but many actualy have
arived earlier, andfemalesmight go
unnoticed among your late summer
hummingbird swarms. Last year, a
Rufous Hummingbird was present as
early asAugust and another asearly
as September. Keep your eyesopen
for any hummingbird with an unusua
amount of buffy or paleorangeonthe
sidesand under thetalil (of coursean
al-orangemaewould be
unmistakable).

Spring 2003
Reported Arrival Dates
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The 2003 Breeding
Season

In 2003, active nestswerereportedin
Gratiot, Kalamazoo, L ake,
Livingston, Saginaw, Washtenaw (2),
and Wayne Counties. Thenestsin
Wayne and onein Washtenaw failed.
NestsinLake, Saginaw, and
Washtenaw each fledged two young.
The outcome of the Gratiot,
Kadamazoo and Livingston nestsis
unknown. Inadditiontothe161
Ruby-throated Hummingbirdsbanded
insummer 2003, eleven birds banded
in 2002 were recaptured (5.61% of
the 196 banded in 2002). Tenwere
within0.1—-1.0 mileof whereorigi-
nally banded (3 recaptured at the
same homewhere banded). One
adult malerecaptured in Waterloo
Twp., Jackson Co. on 11 July 2003
wasbanded asan adult malein
Milford, Oakland Co. (37 milesNE)
on 30 July 2002.

Bander training in Ohio

During summer andfall 2003, training
of ahummingbird bander in Ohiowas
undertaken. Daniel C. Webb hopes
to pursueatopicin hummingbird
biology for hisMaster'sThesis, and
also to enhancethe banding opera-
tionsat the stationsof Tom Bartlettin
northwestern Ohio. InlateJuly, atrip
to Lawrence County inextreme
southern Ohio alowed 62 humming-
birdsto bebanded. Daniel'straining
continuedinOntariointhefal and will
continueinto 2004.

Photo by Dan Arnosky

West Virginia:
Hummingbird Heaven!

Early in2003 | wasinvited, along
with severa other hummingbird
banders, tothehome of Gerry Tuning
inthefoothillsof the Appaachiansin
West Virginia. Gerry wascurious
about how many hummingbirdsshe
had, and hoped that ateam of
banders might be ableto spend afew
daysand determinewhether shehad
dozens, or hundreds. Thiswasasoa
good opportunity for training new
hummingbird banders...throwing them
into the deep end of the pool, soto
Speak!

Upon arriving at Gerry'shome, it was
clear that therewerefar morethan
dozensof Ruby-throats, aswe
counted morethan 40 at once at the
feederson the porch, and about 30 at
six feedersintheyard. Itwasan
exhilarating experienceto have so
many hummingbirdsso closeby, and
weweregiddy withanticipation.

Thefirst day our effortswere
hampered by intermittent
thunderstorms, soweonly banded 77
hummingbirds. Thesecond day was
perfect weather, and continuouseffort
all day allowed usto band an
incredible 124 hummingbirds. The
next two daysthe other banders
processed more than 200 more, so
morethan 400 hummingbirdswere
bandedinthisoneyardinonly 4
days. Almost all wereadult birds.

What makesthismoreincredibleis
that wewere not there at the peak
season. Gerry wasusing 1 gallon of
nectar each day inlateJuly, butin
mid-August sheuses2 1/2 gallons
eachday! Truly hummingbird heaven!

Gerry Tuning'shummingbirdsarevery
tolerant of people.

-

A small portion of the horde of humming-
birdsat thismagical place.

Thebanding crew. L to R: Fred Maoore,
Allen Chartier, Bob Hall-Brooks (seated),
Carl Pascoe, Scott Weidensaul (seated),
Bob Sargent, Martha Sargent.
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Chasing "winter" hummingbirds

Thewords"hummingbird” and "winter" don't seemto mix!
But after the Ruby-throated Hummingbirds have departed
by mid-October, the Great LakesHummerNet takesto
theroad to track down mainly RufousHummingbirdsthat
havearrived to spend part of latefall and early winter in
our region. While RufousHummingbirdsarefound
annually inthe Great L akes, the numbersare not well
documented, and almost nothing isknown about their
migrationsintheregion, nor their surviva rates. Often

these birds are detected in October or November, but can

appear asearly asAugust.

Beforethe HummerNet project beganin 2001, therehad
been only 11 confirmed records of Rufous Hummingbird
from Michigan, and about 15 from Ohio, between 1974
and 2000. Sincethen, an additional 6 havebeen
confirmedin Michigan, andincredibly at least 16 morein
Ohio, plusseveral morethat could only be determined to
beether Rufousor Allen's(avery smilar western species
that isalso possibleinour region). Thestatusof Rufous
Hummingbirdsin Indianaissmilar, thoughthisinformation
istill being compiled, and awareness of the Great L akes
HummerNet project hasjust beguninthat state.

Whether thisdramaticincreaseinreportsisarea
increase, or duetoincreased awareness of thesebirdsis
unclear, but may actualy bealittle of both. Thefollowing
isalisting of thetracking doneinfall and winter 2003in
Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana

Michigan:
Confirmed

1 adult male Rufousfrom ~15 Aug—20 Decin Newton
Twp., Calhoun County at the home of Jennifer
Palmer, then moving to Debbie Pearsall’ sfeeder
acrossthe street, was confirmed by banding on 26
Aug.

1immature male Rufousfrom~14 Sep—8Novin
Stockbridge Twp., Ingham County at the home of
Bob & LindaAllen, wasconfirmed by bandingon 17

Sep.

1immaturefemale Rufous in St. Joseph, Berrien County
at thehomeof Ed & LoisLewis. First observed 20
Oct, with brief singlesightingson 20, 22, 23, 28 & 29
Oct and 6 Nov, then regular from 12 Nov — 26 Dec
Confirmed by banding on 15 Nov.

Thisadult male Rufous Hummingbird, banded in Newton Twp.,
Michigan on 26 August 2003 was the earliest of the 2003 season,
and remained there for more than four months.

Probable

1 adult mae Rufousg/Allen’sin Commerce Twp., Oakland
County reported 6 Aug as present at |east two weeks
prior, described asa“ brown hummingbird”.

1limmatureor femae Rufous/Allen'son~15-25Augin
Newton Twp., Calhoun County at the home of
Debbie Pearsall.

1 adult male Rufousfrom ~10—25 Sep in Newport,
Monroe County reported by Rebecca Goethe, Barb
& John Jawor), but was unconfirmed asbird did not
show on 26 Sep.

Possible

1 adult male Rufousg/Allen’sjust before 30 July in Niles
Township, Berrien County, wasathird hand report
and described asa*“ red hummingbird”, but never
confirmed.

1 adult male Rufoug/Allen’sin Grosse Pointe, Wayne
County at thehome of LindaNiczay on 5 September
wasnot resighted.

A~
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1 adult male Rufous/Allen’s on Calhoun/Kalamazoo
County border in mid-Sep (viaRay Adams).

limmatureor femaleRufous/Allen'son2-6 Oct in East
Jordan, Charlevoix County at the home of Jill
Anderson, photosmay not clearly eliminate Ruby-
throatinmy opinion.

Ohio:
Confirmed

1 Rufous/Allen’s, probably femade, in Halsville, Ross
County from 14 Sep—7 Nov at thehomeof Lisa&
Terry Brady. Appeared to be bandedin photos, but
was ano-show on 8 Nov.

limmaturefemale Rufousat Blendon WoodsNature
Center, Franklin County, from 1 Nov — 25 Dec,
reported by naturalists Sarah Dalton & Bruce
Simpson. Confirmed by banding on 14 Nov.

1 adult male Rufousin Bath, Summit County from late
Sep—1 Jan at thehome of Charlotte & Andy Miller
(photos by Roche not seen by me).

1 Rufoug/Allen's, probably femae, from early Nov —6
JaninMassillon, Sark County at the home of Marijo
Knowles, photographed by Norman Lowe.

limmaturemale Rufouseast of Zanesville, Muskingum
County from early Nov — 26 Dec at the home of
Marcela& WayneWise. Confirmed by banding on
20 Nowv.

limmaturefemaeRufousin Middletown, Butler County
from mid-Oct — 16 Jan at the homeof R.G. Sauer.
Confirmed by banding on 21 Dec.

limmaturefemaeRufousin Greenville, Darke County
from early Sep—23 Jan (arecord late date for Ohio)
at thehome of Cathy Fetzer. Confirmed by banding
on 15 Dec.

limmaturefemale Rufousin Maumee, Lucas Co. from
24 Nov — 20 Dec at thehome of Linda
Fayerweather. Confirmed by banding on 16 Dec.

1 femaeRufousAllen’seast of Dayton, Montgomery
County from ???—4 Dec+? at the home of Russell
Dougherty, who provided photos.

March 2004

Thisimmature female Rufous Hummingbird, banded at the
Blendon Woods Metropark Nature Center northeast of Columbus,
Ohio, on 14 November 2003 was awell-watched bird until its
departure on Christmas Day.

Probable

limmatureor femaeRufousin CarlideTwp., Lorain
County from 18 Oct — 1 Dec at the home of Cathy
Priebe.

limmatureor femaeRufoug/Allen'sin Augusta, Carroll
County frommid-Oct — 19 Nov at thehomeof Ellen
& Richard Dinger. Bird wasano-show on 20 Nov,
and had only been visiting every 3-4 hoursprior to
this. No photos.

1 Rufoug/Allen’'sin south Dayton, Montgomery Co. on 8
Nov (viasouthwest Ohio RareBird Alert). One-day
wonder. No photos.

Indiana:
Confirmed

limmatureor femaeRufous/Allen’'sin Lebanon, Boone
County from 10-17 August at the home of Roger
Hedge.

1femaleRufoug/Allen’seast of Mitchell, Lawrence
County, from 13 October —5 January at the home of
Mark Bennett, who provided photos.

limmaturefemale Rufousin Evansville, Vanderburgh
County, from 3 November — 31 Dec at the home of
Lynn Simmons, who provided photos. Confirmed by

Page5
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1immaturefemale Rufousin Morgan Twp., Porter
County from 14 September — 24 November, when
the bird was brought to a Veterinary Hospital whilestill
clinging to afeeder intorpor. Bird expired acouple
dayslater, not dueto any veterinary actions.
Specimen'sageand sex confirmed by my examination.

1 adult male Rufousin Bloomington, Monroe County,
from mid-September —5 January at the home of Jerry
& Trudy Marsi schky, who provided photos.

1 adult female Rufousin Bloomington, Monroe County,
from 11 November —8 January at the home of Cathy
Meyer, photographed by Jeff McCoy. Confirmed by
banding on 7 January 2004 by Cathie Hutcheson.

limmaturefemale Rufousin Indianapolis, Marion
County, from ~25 November — 19 January (arecord
late datefor the state) at the home of Nancy Hawley.
Confirmed by banding on 21 December.

Probable

1 adult male Rufousin Pikeville, Pike County, from 30
August —4 September at thehome of Kate & Brian
Averil. Birdwasdescribed as“orangeall over!” with
“extensiveorangeontheback.” Reiableobservers,
DNR employees.

limmatureor femaeRufous/Allen’sin South Bend, S.
Joseph County, from 25-28 October at the home of
Jeff & April Sayre. No photosor documentation
submitted, though video possibly exists. Reliable
observers.

1 adult male Rufousin Indianapolis, Marion County, from
early December — 19 December at the home of
Heather Yater. Described as* having orangish-brown
underparts, brown upperpartsalittle darker than the
underside, adark throat, and thin hummingbird-like
bill.”

Thank you to thefollowing peoplewho provided informa-
tion leading to the confirmation of thesebirds, or for
additiona dateor location information:

John Castrale, Lanny Chambers, Don Gorney, Bill Hilton,
Jr., im McCormac, Carl Pascoe, Stacy Peterson, Rachel
Powless, Bob Sargent, Sharon Sorenson, Rusty Trump,
Bill When

Thisimmature femal e Rufous Hummingbird, banded in I ndianapo-
lis, Indianaon 21 December 2003 was not only thefirst Rufous
ever banded in Indiana, but was the first hummingbird of any
species banded there. Here, the homeowner rel eases the bird after
it has been banded.

Ontario Hummingbird Banding

For thethird season, Ruby-throated Hummingbird
migration wasdocumented at the Holiday Beach
Migration Observatory, Ontario, Canada. Observations
were made from both the hawk tower (Tower) and the
passerine banding (Beach) station, with both observed and
banded birdsat thelatter Site.

Insummary, atota of 455 humminghbirds passed through
thetwo sitesthisyear, with 157 counted from the Tower
and 321 from the Beach Station (arecord 134 banded).
Between 1-31 August Ruby-throated Hummingbirdswere
recorded on 6 daysfrom the Beach Station, with atotal of
92 birds (58 banded,). Therewere no hummingbirds
reported from the Tower during August. In September,
hummingbirdswererecorded on 17 daysfrom the Tower
and on 10 daysfrom the Beach Station.

The peak day at the Tower was 27 on 8 September. The
Beach Station wasnot in operation on this peak day, but
sooner or later smultaneous datafrom thesetwo siteswill
be obtained on such a“mega’ peak day. The peak day at
the Beach Station was 30 August (including arecord of 28
banded), which was also the peak banding day. The
overall peak day was 6 September, with atotal of 62 (23
tower, 17 beach, 22 banded). Thechart below (Figure 1)
providesasummary of the 2003 hummingbird migration.

A~
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2003 Ruby-throated Hummingbird Migration

OTower
M Beach
W Banded

No. of birds

Figurel.

Simultaneous data between the Tower and the Beach
Station wasobtained for atotal of 9 daysbetween 1
September and 5 October. These 9 daysare presentedin
Table 1 below. 1n 2001, the data seemed to show aweak
pattern that showed perhapsthat hummingbirdswere
more numerous closer to the shorelinethan over thetower.
In 2003, this pattern appeared much more pronounced.
Notethat the Beach count includesadditiona birdsseen
flying past the banding area, but not banded.

Date Tower Beach  Banded Total
6-Sep 23 17 22 62
7-Sep 9 18 19 46
12-Sep 4 10 2 16
13-Sep 12 16 4 32
14-Sep 9 9 5 23
21-Sep 1 9 3 13
27-Sep 3 3 5 11
28-Sep 1 1 1 3
5-Oct 2 0 2 4
Tablel.

Thetota number of October birdsthisyear was8 (the
recordis14), with 4 on 3 October (nonefrom Tower)
and 4 on 5 October (2 from Beach, 2 from Tower).

Theageand sex ratiosof migratinghummingbirdsare
being studied through the banding operationsat Holiday
Beach. Prior tothebeginning of thisbanding program,
adult (AHY) maleswererarely observed at Holiday
Beach. Maesareknownto begin migrating asearly as
late July in someregionsof North America, soour
continued banding coveragethroughout August may

eventudly shed somelight onwhen adult malesmigrate
throughthisarea. Figure 2 below showsthedistribution of
thevariousage and sex classesthrough the season.

2003 Age/Sex ratios of banded Ruby-throated Hummingbirds by date

30

EAHY-M
BAHY-F
EHY-M
EHY-F

No. banded
o o 5 & 8
i

Figure2.
Totalsfor each classificationwere:

Adult(AHY) Mde 4
Adult(AHY) Femde: 10
Young (HY) Mde: 63
Young(HY) Femde 58

Notethat thistotals 135 birds, asonebird rel eased
without aband isincluded above.

Itisapparent fromthisyear’sdata, aswell asfrom 2001
and 2002, that adult hummingbirdsareinfrequent migrants,
or at least infrequently captured, at Holiday Beach.

A comparison of the age and sex ratios between 2001,
2002 and 2003 shows an interesting pattern (see Figures
3-5below). Thehigher proportion of adultsin 2002
(20%) than in 2003 (10%) and 2001 (8%) indicatesa
possibledecreased productivity in summer 2002, in
additiontothelower overal numbers.
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Hummingbirds lose a
good friend

s | firstmet HannaRichard in 2001,
2:;“1 over theinternet. Hanna, and her
" husband Artie, were bandersfrom
New York whoretired to thehill

country of Texassevera yearsago.
Figure3. Figure4. There, Hannabegan banding hum-
mingbirds, and each year would band
more than 2,000 Black-chinned
Hummingbirds.

A summary of thetotal hummingbirds
banded at Holiday Beach from
2000—2003isshownin Table 2
below. Notethat 2000 wasonly a
partia year for hummingbird banding.

InMay 2003, Hannalost along and
= difficult battlewith cancer. Inthe

=uve | shorttimel knew her, | considered
her agood friend even though our
contact waslimited to theinternet and
thetelephone. | never even knew
what shelooked like until after she
wasgone, when Artie sent methe
photo of thetwo of them below.
Hannawill besorely missed.

Hummingbird bandingwill be
continued in 2004 by two newly
trained, and highly capablebanders,
Carl Pascoe and Bob Hall-Brooks. Figure5.

AHY-M AHY-F HY-M HY-F Total
2000 0 0 16 14 D
2001 2 6 51 47 106
2002 5 12 37 B 87
2003 4 10 62 8 134
Totals 1 28 166 152 Y4
Table2.
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